i 
Oe its 


AMERICAN 1 BOARD OF cota 


SOMETHING HAS BEEN DONE DURING THE. 
LAST FORTY YEARS. 


BOSTON: 
PRINTED BY PERKINS & MARVIN. 
1838. 





Dd RAE i is Rie ae CDS Rs Tha he Rak ts wt ae land 


MISSIONARY PAPER, NO. 9. 


SOMETHING HAS BEEN DONE, DURING THE 
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[By the Rev. Lyman Bexcuen, D. D., of Cincinnati, Ohio.] 


Tue point is settled, that mankind can never be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, or be blessed with civil and 
religious liberty, without the gospel. It would seem, also, 
as if, in the fullness of time, God had raised our nation up, 
by the favor of heaven, the freest, happiest, and, if not 
checked in its progress, soon to become the greatest nation 
on earth,—designed to make it one of the chief instruments 
of his mercy in giving the gospel to mankind. The money 
saved by our economical republican institutions, and which 
in other lands is consumed in supporting expensive and un- 
wieldy civil and ecclesiastical establishments, might suffice 
to enlighten the world. 

But we are met at the threshold by an appalling objec- 
tion. The heathen, it is said, can never be converted to 
Christianity ; the world can never be evangelized. 

And is it so? Must the delusion and despotism of Mo- 
hammed prevail for ever? Must Pagan altars smoke for 
ever, and funeral piles blaze on through ages to come? 
arid the superstitions and impurities of Popery darken and 
debase the nations for ever ? 

Why cannot the heathen be converted? With fewer 
means, and greater obstacles, the gospel has obtained one 
triumph over paganism, and wrested from the man of sin 
almost half his dominions. And has the gospel lost its 
power, or prayer its efficacy? or has Christian enterprise 
ceased to produce its results? Who, with such means as 
we possess, would abandon the world to hopeless wretch- 
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edness? If it be impossible to evangelize the world, it is 
our purpose to find it out at the close of a fair and faithful 
experiment. 

But it is said, The experiment has been made, and has 
failed. Men of cultivated intellect, and of general in- 
formation on other subjects, and even some who call 
themselves ministers of the gospel, tell us that nothing 
has been achieved : that all our efforts, protracted through 
forty years, have terminated in a total failure; until we 
ourselves have become convinced that little can be done. 
Thus is our failure announced from the press, proclaimed 
from the pulpit, and propagated by rumor with her thou- 
sand tongues. 

If it be true, that the prayers and charities of the Chris- 
tian world for the last forty years have resulted in nothing, 
we admit that it is time to stop and revise our plans. But 
we should think it time, also, to revise the evidence of 
revelation, and the promises made to Christian enterprise, 
and faith, and prayer. 


But is it quite certain that nothing has been done? 

That you may appreciate what has been effected, the 
last forty years, suppose the whole to be blotted out ;—that 
a moral earthquake has entombed it, and the wave of 
oblivion rolled over it; while a mighty hand has turned 
back the wheels of time to 1790. Let. the heralds of 
disaster, in quick succession, burst open the doors of this 
sanctuary and come in. | 

One to announce, that the Serampore mission is gone: 
—the mission college, the presses, the missionaries, the 
churches, the schools, the thirty translations of the Scrip- 
tures, and the numerous copies of them, all swept away, 
and not a trace left behind. 

And while he is yet speaking, another proclaims, that 
the London Missionary Society is no more. Her estab- 
lishments in Asia, in Africa, and the Pacific, her printing- 
presses, her schools, and missionaries, are as if they had 
never been. ‘Tahiti has gone back to her idols, and the 
Hottentot and Caffre and Bushman have fallen back upon 
their stupidity and filth. 7 Se 

And while he is yet speaking, another announces, The 
British and Foreign Bible Society is fallen, is fallen! 
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sunk, like a millstone, in the sea; and in its mighty vortex, 
has swallowed up every Bible Society on earth; and all the 
millions of Bibles, which had begun to pour daylight on 
the darkness, are for ever gone! 

And while he is yet speaking, another waits to tell, that 
the American Board of Missions has ceased to be: the 
wave of oblivion has rolled over its labors, and the Pruden- 
tial Committee have closed their accounts. Every station 
is abandoned; every press annihilated; all the thirteen 
hundred schools, and all the sixty thousand youths con- 
tained in them, are dispersed; all its auxiliaries and asso- 
ciations are disbanded, and all the two thousand converts 
in the mission churches have gone back to heathenism. 
At Bombay, and Ceylon, and Palestine, and Hawaii, and 
among the Cherokees and Choctaws, no light breaks on 
them that sit in darkness; no voice of mercy addresses them. 

And while he is yet speaking, another messenger of bad 
tidings proclaims that our Theological Seminaries are rased 
to the ground, and that the American Education Society 
is gone, for ever gone—her funds, her friends, her bene- 
factors, all dispersed; and all the hundreds, whom her 
charity has helped into the ministry, have gone back to 
the workshop, or the plough, with all the fifteen hundred 
beneficiaries she was rearing up for the sacred office. 
Time cuts down the ministry, and the tide of population 
rolls on: darkness gains on the light: the famine of the 
word rages: and hell keeps a jubilee that the danger of 
daylight is past, and that her dark empire is safe. 

Another proclaims, that the National Tract Society is 
disbanded ;—her twenty presses broken, and her millions 
of pages of tracts recalled and burnt: and that the Home 
Missionary Society, disheartened by unavailing effort, has 
ceased from her labors in despair :—all the churches sup- 
plied by her aid are made desolate; while all her auxil- 
laries sigh and sit in sackcloth around her. : 

The Seaman’s Friend Society is abandoned: the Bethel 
flag is struck; every floating chapel has foundered; and 
on the globe there is not a temple, nor a prayer-meeting 
for the tempest-tossed sailor. Harpies plunder, but no one 
protects him; no one cares for his soul; no one puts into 
his hand the word of life; and no one calls after him in 
his descent to ruin, : 
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And ere he has ceased, another, treading hard on his 
footsteps, announces the downfall of the Sabbath School 
Union :—her seventy thousand teachers, her five hundred 
thousand pupils, and her thousands of libraries, are all 
scattered. 

And while he is yet speaking, another rushes in to tell, 
that the Slave Trade, with new fury, has burst out again, 
and England and America, who had washed their hands, 
have dipped them deep again in their brother’s blood ; 
and that Africa burns again, and bleeds on all her coasts, 
and in all her deep interior. | 

And while he is yet speaking, another, with wilder loo 
and more hurried step, announces, that the Spirit of 
Prayer, before so signally prevalent, is suspended, and 
Revivals of Religion, so frequent, extensive, and long- 
continued, have come to an end. The churches, few and 
feeble and lukewarm, sigh and go backward; while in- 
fidelity and immorality break in upon the land like a flood. 

And while these appalling tidings fill us with dismay and 
sinking of heart, behold a white-robed seraph descends from 
heaven, covering with both his wings his weeping eyes, and 
crying, Wo! wo! wo! another insurrection has broken out 
in heaven! The thousands who, the last forty years, from 
east and west, and north and south, had come from heathen 
lands, to sit down with Abraham in the kingdom of glory, 
have revolted, and are cast down again toearth. Africaner 
now kindles again the fires of war, and washes his hands 
in blood; Keopuolani bows down again to impurity and 
idols; and Catharine Brown has thrown aside her harp in 
heaven, to listen to the war-song. ‘Thousands of harps, 
which sent out notes of ecstasy, are left unstrung; and 
thousands of voices, which swelled the song of praise, will 
never be heard again in heaven. 


What should you say to tidings like these? You would 
say, What Vandal spirit has been let loose to war upon 
Christianity? What smoke from the bottomless pit has 
come up to darken the earth’? 

No Vandal spirit has been let loose. No smoke from 
the bottomless pit has ascended. It is only the blotting 
out of the ‘‘nornine” which has been achieved by Chris- 
tian enterprise during the last forty years.—But that 
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NOTHING, when removed from the space which it filled in 
our vision, seems to leave only a frightful void. 

If any man think those things to be nothing, which we 
have obliterated, let him go back to 1790, and bring into 
being what we have supposed to be blotted out. Let him 
call back those societies, and presses, and Bibles, and 
missionaries, and tracts, and schools, by the application 
of the same means that gave them birth. Let him arouse 
the slumbering attention of the Christian world, and cir- 
culate intelligence, and awaken conscience, and create 
hope, and communicate pious feeling, and call forth a 
spirit of prayer, and call down from on high the showers 
of grace, and warm the heart, and open wide the hand of 
Christian liberality, and form plans,:and lay the deep 
foundations for prospective usefulness which are now laid, | 
—and then say, whether the glorious enterprise of Chris- 
tian missions has failed. If our work were only man’s 
device, it would be an imperishable monument of industry, 
moral courage, and success: and were no reinforcements 
to volunteer their aid, even the causes now in operation 
would work out the result. But if, for one hundred years 
to come, our numbers multiply, and our resources increase, 
as they have for the last forty years, but little, compara- 
tively, will remain to be done, before a voice shall be heard 
under the whole heaven, saying, ‘‘ Alleluia, the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.” 

Is it, then, quite certain, that nothing has been done ? 
Must we cover our faces, and blush at the shame and dis- 
aster of a total failure? Nothing is farther from the truth. 
It is undeniable that much has been done, since the wra of 
modern missions. The spirit of missions has been awak- 
ened, and extended through the Christian world; know- 
ledge has been acquired, and experience gained, and im- 
plements provided, and a host of moral causes put in ope- 
ration, whose compound increase will be felt till the world 
is disenthralled, till the light of mercy cheers it, till the 
wave of salvation rolls over it. If nothing had been 
achieved but to prepare the way, and provide the means 
for future operations, our success would not be disputable. 
Had David and Solomon done nothing, when they had 
collected all the materials for building the temple? Has 
the husbandman done nothing, when all his implements 
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and funds are provided, and the trees felled, and the 
fences reared, and the fallow ground broken, and the seed 
scattered, because the harvest does not yet wave in the 
field? When an army is enlisted, and the munitions are 
collected, and pioneers have opened the way, and the 
enemy is in full view, has nothing been done, because the 
shock of the. battle and the note of victory have not pro- 
claimed that all is done ?—The whole providence of God, 
both in the natural and moral world, includes preparation, 
progress, and result—the acorn before the tree—first the 
blade, then the ear, then the ripe corn: and those are as 
inexperienced in philosophy, as they are in religious enter- 
prise, who can behold the movements of the Christian 
world for the last forty years, and say that nothing has 
been done. A new era has opened on the world, and a 
new light has arisen, which most evidently is destined to 
shine more and more to the perfect day. The successes 
which have been achieved, have been many, great, and in 
later years, rapid. ‘The historical details cannot be given. 
They would be prolix, and the facts are upon record. 

That so much has been accomplished, in so short a 
time, and with such limited means, is matter of astonish- 
ment and fervent gratitude. No such extension of Chris- 
tianity has taken place, im so short a time, and with such 
means, and with such promises of continued increase, 
since the first propagation of the gospel. 

There was nothing in the state of the world, forty years 
ago, to promise such results. It was an age of infidelity, 
an age of revolution and war. Europe was one great vol- 
cano, and men’s hearts were failing for fear of the things 
that were come and coming on the earth. There had been 
no premeditated concert to form that system of effort, 
which has now come out in such an extended and well- 
digested plan. But the effort commenced at a time, when 
the prophecies indicated the necessity of such a movement, 
to carry into effect, by human instrumentality, the pro- 
mises of God. Ifthe seven thousandth year is to be the 
Sabbath of the world, it is time to witness the preliminary 
movements of Providence; and all the parts of the great 
system, moving with such adaptation and symmetry, pro-~ 
claim, that ue formed it, and will execute it, who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will. 
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The spirit of prayer, the revivals of religion, the Mis- 
sionary, Education, Bible, Sabbath School, Marine, and 
Tract Societies, all proclaim that by unwonted means God 
is preparing to accomplish new and glorious results. The 
enterprise is conducted, not by governments for secular 
purposes ; and not by churches, in their organic capacity, 
for these are neither pure, nor zealous, nor united enough, 
to do the work with that celerity which the exigency 
demands. When a great captain would storm the deadly 
breach, he does not rely even upon veteran troops, but 
calls for volunteers, that the best spirits may, by moral 
affinities, be associated in the onset. In like manner, the 
Captain of our salvation, for the last conflict, has called 
for volunteers ; and the thousands and millions, associated 
in missionary effort, have answered, ‘ Here are we, 
send us,” 

The moral power, which is now applied to propagate 
the gospel, is the greatest which the earth has felt, and is 
rapidly increasing. It is composed of volunteers, who 
have counted the cost, and enlisted for life; and from this 
time it shall be said, “Lo, what hath God wrought !” 


Witt any in this glorious day, take side against the 
cause of Christ? It will be a fearful experiment. What 
the mind and counsel of God have purposed to do for the 
melioration of man, is now hastening to its consummation, 
with the intenseness of infinite benevolence, under the 
guidance of unerring wisdom, and by the impulse of 
Almighty power. And wo unto him who contendeth with 
his Maker. The lines are now drawing, and preparation 
is now making for the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty. And who is on the Lord’s side? Who! Will 
any of you in this sublimely interesting moment, stand on 
neutral ground? Remember that neutrality is treason : 
and if persisted in, is fatal. Jesus Christ will have the 
decided services of his people. Already has he denounced 
as enemies, all who will not labor and suffer for him.— 
He that is not for me, is against me: and whosoever 
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my 
father which is in heaven. He that loveth father or mother 
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more than me, is not worthy of me: and he that taketh not 
his cross, and followeth after me, its not worthy of me. He 
that findeth his life, shall lose it; and he that loseth his 
life for my sake, shall find it. 'These statutes are not 
repealed. And if the laws of Christian discipleship could 
bind men to give up every relative, and even life itself, for 
Christ and his gospel, no excuse, surely, will screen from 
condemnation those who flinch and temporize, where the 
sacrifices required are comparatively trivial. If such as 
would not lay down their life for Christ, cannot be 
accepted, what will become of those, in Christian lands, 
who will not lay down their substance, nor risk their repu- 
tation, nor lift a finger to advance his cause ? 

The time is short in which we here have an opportunity 
to express our boundless obligations to the Saviour. The 
fashion of the world passeth away. Next year, our tongue 
may be employed in celestial praises, and our substance 
be in other hands. What remains then, but that now we 
dedicate ourselves, and our all, anew, to Him who washed 
us in his blood ? 

But if any man tremble at his proportion of the charges 
for evangelizing the whole world, let him depart. If any 
man is alarmed at the noise which precedes the last con- 
flict, let him hide himself, with his talent, in the earth! 
But let all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and wait for his appearing and glory, give themselves 
anew to his service. And soon the victory, and more than 
the victory, shall be given to the people of the saints of 
the Most High God. And a great voice out of heaven 
shall be heard, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of G'od is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people; and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. 
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